[Paroxysmal iatrogenic acne and the epidermal growth factor receptor inhibitors (EGFR)].
Paroxysmal drug-induced acne is a peculiar condition recognized for decades in dermatology. It can be induced by a variety of drugs. In recent years, the epidermal growth factor receptor inhibitors used in oncology have shown this type of adverse effects. The pathogenic mechanism is likely related to the EGF implication in the rupture of the microcomedo wall resulting in the perifollicular inflammatory reaction typical for acne. Other cutaneous adverse effects have been reported with anti-EGFR drugs including paronychia and xerosis. The dermatological treatments of these drug-induced disorders must be adequately targeted.